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National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS)Data System (NCANDS)

50 St t50 States 
District of Columbia

C lth f P t RiCommonwealth of Puerto Rico

C ll ti d t i 1990Collecting data since 1990
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NCANDS Data Usage 

The AFCARS ReportThe AFCARS Report
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Child Maltreatment 
R d DReports and Data

•The Child Maltreatment reports are located onThe Child Maltreatment reports are located on 
the Children’s Bureau Web site at:
http://www acf hhs gov/programs/cb/http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/
stats_research/index.htm#can

•Researchers can access the data from the•Researchers can access the data from the 
National Data Archive on Child Abuse and 
Neglect at CornellNeglect at Cornell
http://www.ndacan.cornell.edu
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FFY 2009

52 States reported data
on:

• Reportsp
• Children
• Victims
• Fatalities
• PerpetratorsPerpetrators
• Services
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Child Victims
• NCANDS victim: a child for whom the State 
determined at least one maltreatment wasdetermined at least one maltreatment was 
substantiated or indicated and a disposition of 
substantiated indicated or alternativesubstantiated, indicated, or alternative 
response victim was assigned. 

• Unique count• Unique count: 
– Rate 9.3 per 1,000 children in the population
– National estimate 702,000 unique count of victims
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All Child Dispositions, 2009

Closed With No 

No Alleged 
Maltreatment, 

9.3% 

Other,  0.9% Unknown,  0.3% 

Substantiated, Indicated, 1.0%
Intentionally 
False,  0.1% 

Finding,  1.6% 

Substantiated,
19.5% 

Alternative 
R  Vi ti   

,

Response Victim,  
0.5% 

Unsubstantiated,  
% Alternative 

Response 
Nonvictim,  8.1% 
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Children 0‐5 (based on 50 States)

→About 1.2 million children 0‐5 received a 
response from CPS
• This is 40 percent of the more than 3 million children who 

i dreceived a response.

→About 315,000 were found to be victims.→About 315,000 were found to be victims.
• This is 26 percent of children who received a response.

→Nearly 890,000 were not found to be victims.
• This is 74 percent of children who received a response.
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Characteristics of Children 0‐5

• Proportions of males 
li htl th

• Proportions of African‐
A i Whit dslightly more than 

females for victims and 
non victims

Americans, Whites, and 
Hispanics about the 
same: 20% 42% 21%non‐victims. same: 20%, 42%, 21% 
for victims and non‐
victimsvictims.

• 85% of victims were 
neglected; 15% were

• 3% were sexually 
abused compared toneglected; 15% were 

physically abused;  and 
7% were emotionally 
maltreated

abused compared to 
9.5% of all victims.

Highlights from Child Maltreatment 2009Highlights from Child Maltreatment 2009 9

maltreated. 



Characteristics of Children 0‐5

FatalitiesRemovals
• 87 percent of all • More than half of all 

FatalitiesRemovals

fatalities due to child 
abuse and neglect 

removals concerning 
victims of maltreatment 

were children 0‐5 
(approximately 1,100 
hild )

concerned children 0‐5  
• Approximately 101,000 

children)removal events 
concerned children 0‐5 
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Conclusions

• Over a million young children come to the O e a o you g c d e co e to t e
attention of CPS each year

• Of these more than 300,000 are found to have 
been victims of maltreatment.

• 101,000 removal events concern young 
children (both victims and non‐victims) 

• Approximately 1,100 young children die each 
f hild b d l tyear of child abuse and neglect.
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